
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, September 4, 2014 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Michael DeFeo, 
Bryan Meccariello and Peter Romano (arrived at 6:48 pm); Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and 
Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the Minutes of the 
August 7, 2014 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. Art Cyr, 103 Berlin Avenue.  Mr. Cyr asked what was going on at the Town Green.  Mr. Manware 
explained that they are putting process stone in.  It will be a paver walkway.  It has been talked about for a 
while.  Eventually the other side will be replaced and it will be the same on both sides. 
 
Mr. Cyr also spoke about the Music on the Green concerts.  We have been having large crowds because it 
is such a popular event.  He said some years ago the number of concerts was cut back, perhaps due to 
funding.  Mr. Cyr believes the town should add one or two more concerts.  Commissioner Kanute said the 
number was cut back several years ago because there was poor attendance.  He would have no argument 
in trying to recruit some sponsors to expand the program.  There was consensus that it would be a good 
idea to add at least one more.  Mr. Lapreay said the concerts start at the end of May; earlier than that it 
could be chilly.  We could add one at the end but wouldn’t want to get too close to the Apple Festival 
time.  Mr. Cyr felt an additional concert should be at no cost to the taxpayers.  Mr. Lapreay reminded him 
that we do have to pay the stage workers and the police officers.  He also stated that there are additional 
sponsors in the wings so it shouldn’t be a problem.  Commissioner Meccariello asked about the original 
sponsors listed on the stage, such as Southington Savings Bank which is no longer in existence, whether 
they should still be printed on the stage.  After discussion, it was the consensus to continue it as an 
original sponsor but new sponsors could be added to help pay for maintenance of the stage. 
 
2. Joe Kleszcz.  Mr. Kleszcz introduced himself as a college student who enjoys BMX bike riding and 
spoke about his desire for the town to have a skate park/bike riding area.  He talked about the one in 
Bristol at Rockwell Park.  They have concrete equipment that is great and doesn’t require maintenance.  
They have a sign about liability posted there.  The skate park at the YMCA Camp Sloper is out of the 
way, doesn’t allow BMX riding and has limited hours.  He thought if the town had a skate park it would 
be safer than kids using parking lots, etc.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Lapreay said the equipment at the 
YMCA is steel but he is not sure if BMX is allowed.  Commissioner Kanute said the Cheshire equipment 
is also metal but it has low usage; he said it may be time to revisit the issue.  Mr. Kleszcz noted that the 
one in Bristol was built by California Skate Parks; they are well known in that business.  Commissioner 
Meccariello commented that a waiver of liability would need to be signed by those over 18; otherwise, a 
parent would need to sign.  Mr. Kleszcz agreed to help get the word out if the town considered the idea.  
The board will look into it; need to get more information. 
 
(At this time Commissioner Romano arrived.) 
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WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  
1. Letter of thanks from Joshua-Caleb Lemire.  Mr. Lemire thanked the board for listening to his request 
about opening Crescent Lake earlier/on time.  It is normally opened at 6:00 am or 7:45 am at the latest.  It 
is done during police shift changes. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay said fall programs will begin in the next two weeks.  They are all booked in the various 
schools.  Ballroom dance will now include swing.  Double Dutch program is still going good.  Youth 
basketball is going back into the middle schools.  They are set up for registration to begin the week of 
Columbus Day.  Music on the Green had big crowds this year.  He is not opposed to adding one more 
concert.  He can work it into the budget.  He will talk to Jerry Limmer. 
 
Field lighting:  Mr. Lapreay met with one company and received a quote for the soccer field complex.  
The company is working on more quotes for the rest of the fields.  He met with another company 
yesterday.  We will probably have to go out for RFPs for the electrical work.  There is not enough 
capacity; it is an issue with all the fields.  Both companies can work in early winter or spring.  He doesn’t 
want to disrupt soccer.  Some discussion followed on what is in the budget for the lighting and how the 
leagues will pay back the town.  Also, whether the leagues will be required to put up front money if they 
have it.  Mr. Lapreay said the West initially wanted to do the little league field and the Babe Ruth field.  
Now they are saying they don’t want to do the Babe Ruth field because their league uses that field 
minimally compared to outside requests from other leagues for use of the field. They have 3-4 teams that 
use that field compared to 20+ that use the Little League field which is why they would prefer to 
concentrate their funds on that field. 
 
Crescent Lake/Community Fishing Program:  Mr. Lapreay spoke with an individual from DEEP about 
moss back fish attractors.  It is something that is placed under the water that attracts fish to that area.  If 
we want to do it, the state can do it as early as September 21.  There is no charge.  Commissioner Kanute 
cautioned that we need to talk to the Water Department first as he believes the lake is still listed as a flood 
diversion facility.  It was the consensus that if it is OK with the Water Department, they had no problem 
going forward with it.   
 
Question arose about the green stuff floating on the water.  Mr. Manware said it is an issue called green 
pond.  It is very expensive to apply the chemicals needed to get rid of it.  He does not know if the weather 
is a factor, i.e., if it will clear itself up.  He will check with DEEP if small boat agitation might help. 
 
Field Use:  Discussion followed on the Blue Storm travel baseball group and the locations they want to 
use.  Changes have been made to try to accommodate them without causing issues for the town leagues.  
Commissioner Romano said he is helping in the process; it is very cumbersome.  Mr. Lapreay would like 
to make the call about the Southington leagues getting preference.  He will communicate with the leagues.  
It was decided to wait until league elections take place in September and then bring in the three presidents 
to discuss the issue.  Commissioner Romano noted that in Bristol, the regular leagues set their field dates 
and the rest go into a lottery. 
 
Parking signs were used for the last concert which was on a Thursday.  There was one by Riccio Way and 
one across from Machiavelli’s indicating where people can park.  Mr. Lapreay walked around and did not 
see any issues. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware gave an update on the pool at Recreation Park.  There was an issue with the floor of the 
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pool cracking in early August.  A diver was able to patch it.  The pool will be resurfaced next spring.  
Depending on what is used, it could cost $40-$50,000.  A new bike rack was installed.  The crews started 
reinstalling some of the decorative benches that were stolen and some new plaques on the trail.  They may 
have to be installed on pads instead of pavers to prevent future theft.  Mr. Manware said they are 
maintaining the grass at 427 Pleasant Street (former horse farm) for now.  The closing is in September.  
River Street property is boarded up as there has been a problem with break-ins.  We received complaints 
from neighbors about the Beecher Street property (grass, etc.).  The BOE handled the snow and we handle 
the weeds.  No one was certain about a closing date on that property.  The soccer field parking lot lines 
were painted.  Trying to do it with all the leagues.   
 
TO Design Update:  We have gone through the plan and it is starting to solidify.  We will get a final plan 
which will go through the Park Board for input before going to the Council for approval.  
 
Mr. Manware reported that we are just about complete with the linear trail post and beam/split rail stain 
and preservative.  We have had more bees nest problems this summer at Memorial Pool and at the Rec.  
There are also invasive weeds in the open space areas.  Probably down the road it will become more 
important.  Some repair work was done at the Panthorn playground.  It takes about six weeks from quote 
to repair for these items. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  
Seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried unanimously.   
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Football Leagues:  Chairman Fasulo asked if there was any contact since the last meeting with the 
football leagues.  Commissioner Kanute said there is a meeting Monday at 7:30 p.m. at the Police 
Department.  He asked everyone to submit financials and number of players for both football leagues.  
They want to join forces.  One is a travel league and one is local.  It could be a very good thing. 
   
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
a. Designation of “Tobacco Free” Public Areas in Parks.  Commissioner Meccariello said there is a state 

program, Public Space Smoke Free.  Part of the mission is to keep it healthy.  He spoke with Kelly 
Leppard of STEPS and Chief Clark.  We are all looking forward to having a meeting and then pass it 
up to the Council - get everyone involved as a town wide event.  There was discussion about whether to 
have a special meeting or a public hearing prior to the next board meeting.  It was decided to have a 
public hearing at 6:00 p.m. at the next Park Board meeting pending if the subcommittee can meet prior 
to have a plan in place. 

 
b. Promotion of Southington Parks and Open Space.  The Planning & Zoning Commission is having a 

meeting on the Plan of Conservation and Development this month.  It is open to the public and will 
include parks and recreation.  They are looking for input from the public.  It is a good way to promote 
the parks.  Commissioner Meccariello thought we may want to come up with some sort of logo, like 
the Community Services department did. 

 
c. Chapter 312 of the Town Charter.  Commissioner Meccariello spoke about the chapter that is Parks and 

Recreation.  It is antiquated.  Chairman Fasulo said our name has not changed but the responsibilities 
have changed.  The park division is under public works.  Discussion followed on forming a 
subcommittee to review the ordinance.  Suggested members were:  Commissioner Meccariello and 
Chairman Fasulo from the Park Board, Dave Lapreay, Mike Manware and Mark Sciota.   
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Commissioner Kanute made a motion to support the initiative of looking into going tobacco free in public 
parks.  Seconded by Commissioner Romano and carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Kanute to form a subcommittee to 
review the section of the Town Charter relating to Parks and Recreation (Chapter 312).   Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Meccariello said he will speak with Julia Berardinelli, office assistant, about being the 
point person regarding a possible logo contest.  Mr. Lapreay said he has a contact with an art teacher and 
he would call her.  It could be similar to what is done for the Apple Festival contest. 
 
Chairman Fasulo said the league subsidies discussion will be on the next agenda. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Commissioner Romano made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner 
DeFeo and carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


